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decide to declare Paris an open town. But there was
another factor which weighed with the aged, die-hard
Petain and the religious, reactionary Weygand. Paris
was to them a city of revolution. They had a Com-
munist bee in their bonnet and were afraid to call upon
the people to help to defend their own capital, fearing
that there would be revolution and power would pass
into the hands of the extremists of the Left. The story
is told on good authority that in Tours, on June 13,
General Weygand argued at a meeting of the Govern-
ment that Communism was rampant in Paris and said
that Thorez, leader of the Communist party, which was
dissolved last September, had already succeeded in
seizing the Elysee. Georges Mandel, the Minister of
the Interior, who was in constant touch by telephone
with M. Langeron, Prefect of Police, at once exposed
this extraordinary story. I was still in Paris on that
date with other journalists and there was no sign of
any trouble whatever.